
An NZ Shared Data Unit

In t rod u ct ion  a n d  n e xt  st e p s



● Context
● Se t t in g  u p  th e  SDU
● Un it  ove rvie w
● Cu rricu lu m
● Re su lt s
● How  to  b rin g  it  t o  NZ



Setting up the UK SDU

Loca l Ne w s P a rtn e rsh ip s b e g a n  in  2017

De sig n e d  to  correct deficit in  loca l g ove rn m e n t  re p ort in g

$14m a year , ru n  b y BBC

Th e  Shared Data Unit w a s se t  u p  first



SDU overview

$2m p e r ye a r t o  ru n

3 x 12-week cou rse s p e r ye a r

4 students in  e a ch  cou rse  in t a ke

4 full -timer trainers + visit in g  e xp e rt s

All d a t a  ou tp u t  shared w ith  n e w s p a rtn e rs



Matthew Barraclough P e te  Sh e rlock



Curriculum

Data journalism introduction
Building induction
Excel basics
What makes good data journalism?
Data Journalism foundation - day one
Introduction to Data Journalism - day two
BBC online modules
The investigative method
Pluralsight: Excel 2010 Getting started
Pivot tables
Pluralsight: Functions, Formulas and Filters
Introduction to HTML
Story mentoring

Freedom of Information masterclass
CPS course
Data cleaning
Using R in data journalism
Shifting from Excel to R
Open Refine
EU hackday
Using APIs
Analysing football finances/company accounts
Social media
Data Journalism at The Times
Round up of tools
Turning round a data story on the day
Train the Trainer day 1
Train the Trainer day 2
Scraping with Google Sheets



Results









Creating an NZ SDU



Some questions

● Ba se d  w h e re ?
● W h a t  b a la n ce  o f p h ysica l a n d  re m ote  le a rn in g ?
● W h o a re  t h e  b e st  d a t a  jou rn a list s  in  NZ?
● How  d o  w e  g e t  t h e se  p e op le  t o  t e a ch  a t  t h e  NZ SDU?
● W h o is e lig ib le  t o  t a ke  t h e  cou rse ?
● How  lon g  sh ou ld  t h e  cou rse  b e ?



End
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