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BILINGUALISM FIRES NEW PATHWAYS IN 
DEVELOPING BRAINS 

* Babies can identify the difference in languages from eight months of age 

* Exposure to more than one language teaches children the process of puzzling out 
ideas, reading images and body language for clues

* As  result of neural pathways being established, foreign language learning can become easier,
later in life

* Bilingualism feeds creative thinking and problem solving

* Connection to Heritage language (as Māori is for Māori children, and indeed NZ children) is linked 
to improved self esteem, self worth, and pride 



TE REO ON TV 
▶ Studies show the language acquisition of children between 3-5 

years old particularly can benefit from television, so there is an 
‘early window of opportunity’ with pre-schoolers

▶ Tamariki can learn word meanings while viewing, no matter what 
the language 

(personal test case of Dora in Spanish and Māori) 

▶ Children draw upon television for their own play interactions – this 
gives them vocabulary for play at preschool and at home

References: Rice. Mabel, The Role of television in language acquisition.; University of Kansas
Kondo & Steamers. Dr Kaoruko, Professor Jeanette Can Television be good for children  



* Māori language is now part of most ECE and primary school 
curriculum, so reo introduced on television will often appear in 
another context of the child’s life, which is important for building 
familiarity

CORRECT PRONUNCIATION 

REPETITION 

NATURAL, FUN USAGE OF LANGUAGE 



• Darwin & Newts

• Design input
• Kaupapa & Scripts
• Haka 
• Performance 



* Upskilling opportunity for presenters, directors, production 





• Established relationship with 
consultant

• Tikanga Māori around food

• Menu 

• Presenters with reo ability 



• Name

• Bilingual stories, subtitles 
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• Opportunities to bring in Māori language and world view are rich and 
diverse and offer unique content

• Engage with consultants as co-designers – HEIHEI / TVNZ can help with 
best fit

• Budget for consultants

• Pou as inspiration and check in points

• NGAHAU! 


