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Welcome to NZ On Air’s Newsletter 

From Jane’s Office 

Hi all 
 
After the freezing July and August, perhaps the best way to cheer up is with 
a spot of congratulations to people in our industry who have achieved 
amazing things recently. 
  
First, to all the Qantas film and television finalists. While all deserve the 
kudos, we're especially proud of the people and teams behind the large 
number of finalists funded by NZ On Air.  You do the system and the industry 
proud. Finalists from NZ On Air-funded projects are listed in this newsletter. 
  
And also to the magical finalists in the APRA Silver Scroll Awards - 
songwriters of quite different works, all of which reflect our country's very 
special musical talent. Liam Finn, Anika Moa, The Phoenix Foundation, 
Elemeno P, Opshop - good luck to you all. 
  
Two special mentions from NZ On Air's August round must go to Outrageous 
Fortune and Country Calendar. OF is the first hour-long local drama to make 
it to five series. Its popularity is a tribute both to writing and production teams 
at the top of their game, and its passionate network. CC's longevity and 
popularity is without documentary peer. The ability of its production team to 
continue unearthing fabulous NZ stories, then craft them so beautifully, is 
simply astonishing. 
  
And can we have one more skite? Could the rising chatter of approval about 
The Jaquie Brown Diaries, funded from NZ On Air's Innovation fund late 
last year, help rescue that much-maligned animal, NZ comedy? It's a great 
series. 
  
Finally, our hearty congratulations to Ruth Harley, NZ On Air's founding chief 
executive, who will be departing the NZFC to take up the role of founding 
CEO of Screen Australia. It's a staggering achievement - we know how 
much the Aussies like hiring NZ execs - and is testament to Ruth's intellect 
and strategic ability. Ruth's been a staunch advocate and supporter of NZ 
screen culture, and we wish her well. 
  
Gosh! All this achievement. That's gotta cheer us up. Roll on Spring. 
Cheers 

  

Useful Links 

www.nzonair.govt.nz 

www.mch.govt.nz  

www.tmp.govt.nz 

www.radionz.co.nz  

www.nzmusician.co.nz                             

www.tvnz.co.nz 

www.c4tv.co.nz 

www.tv3.co.nz 

www.regionaltv.co.nz                             

www.kiwihits.co.nz 

www.soundarchives.co.nz 

www.nzmusic.org.nz 

www.maoritelevision.com 

www.radioscope.co.nz 

www.acab.org.nz 



 

 

Board Change 

NZ On Air Board Member Rhonda Kite has resigned from the Board due to work commitments, 
and attended her last meeting in August. NZ On Air thanks Rhonda for her input and very hard 
work during her time with us, especially as Chair of our M� ori Strategy Committee and as Board 
representative on the Sunday Drama working group. 

Charter Funding 

TVNZ, NZ On Air and the Minister of Broadcasting are signing a Memorandum of 
Understanding covering the payment of Charter funding for the financial year ending June 2009. 
NZ On Air has no input into programme selection during this transition year, as we note in our 
Statement of Intent, but we will provide the Minister with an analysis of TVNZ’s funding 
commitments in early-mid 2009. TVNZ and NZ On Air will shortly start designing a framework 
for Charter funding priorities and processes for the year beginning 1 July 2009.  

Lost in Libya 

 
Historian Brendan O’Carroll in the desert            the story behind the Long Range Desert 
 
After surmounting some serious visa issues, Pacific Screen’s adventures continued with an 
Italian historian succumbing to the heat just five days into the journey and being medically 
repatriated to his homeland, eyeball-boiling heat (50�C most days), a testosterone-charged local 
driver that caused the film crew to see quite a lot of the wrong side of poorly maintained Libyan 
highways at some hair-raisingly high speeds, furious sandstorms and a night in an AK47 bullet-
ridden container accompanied by various rodents.  Thankfully, the film crew were rewarded 
for their trials and tribulations by being blessed with a still, sparkling, mere 27�C day when they 
reached their destination. 

Children’s Media Forum 
 

On 26 June we convened a day-long children’s media forum at Te Papa in Wellington. More 
than 80 industry participants took part in a very interesting and illuminating day of discussion 
and discourse and we would like to thank everyone who joined us. A full report on the forum is 
attached as an appendix to this newsletter. 

 
Access Internet Radio  
The Access Internet Radio (AIR) project that started as a partnership between the access 
stations in Wellington (Wellington Access Radio), Hamilton (Community Radio Hamilton) and 
Nelson (Fresh FM) a couple of years ago has taken on new impetus with funding from NZ On 
Air. AIR provides on-demand access to audio produced by each of the partner stations via a 
dedicated website (www.accessradio.org). 
 
 

You might be surprised to learn that, as 
much as we value receiving them with 
your drawdown invoices, producers’ 
reports don't often make the most exciting 
reading.  But not so in the case of Pacific 
Screen's reports for Lost in Libya penned 
by producer Amanda Evans.  This 
documentary funded in December 2007 
and due to be broadcast in 2009 on 
TVOne follows a team of adventurers 
crossing the Sahara Desert to discover 
the story behind the Long Range Desert 
Group – a brave group of men, mostly 
from New Zealand, who helped change 
the direction of the Second World War. 



 

 

This year the AIR website is expanding and welcoming on board another four stations (Radio 
Kidnappers in Hawke’s Bay, Access Manawatu in Palmerston North, Plains FM in Christchurch 
and Hills AM in Dunedin). This will provide considerably more community content via the 
internet, accessible from anywhere in the world.  

NZ On Screen  

NZ On Screen, the fantastic new website showcasing New Zealand television and film 
production, is getting closer to launch. The range of partnerships formed to help NZ On Screen 
make the dream a reality is staggering – and we thank you all. If you haven’t yet sent back your 
consent form, hurry up please! NZ On Screen’s content team is flat out sorting through the 
thicket of paperwork. See www.nzonscreen.com 

Tiki Everywhere 

  

Phase Four – The Review 

In July we called for tenders from researchers to undertake a review of our Phase Four New 
Zealand domestic music funding policy. This includes our funding schemes for making and 
marketing music – albums and new artists – more plugger power, and more music television.  
The study will – 

(i) review the conceptual and policy basis for the Phase Four plan and consider whether 
the assumptions upon which the plan was based are still relevant; 

(ii) quantify the impact of the Phase Four intervention, not only in terms of its stated 
objectives but also in terms of its wider cultural and economic impact; 

(iii) consider changes in the broadcasting and music environment in New Zealand since the 
Phase Four plan was launched in 2000, including (but not limited to) developments in 
digital delivery of music and online broadcast opportunities, radio listenership and music 
consumption patterns; and 

(iv) recommend ways NZ On Air might respond to these changes to take advantage of 
digital and online opportunities and challenges so as to enhance the relevance, 
effectiveness and impact of its music funding, both in cultural and economic terms. 

 
Eight proposals were received, and by the beginning of September we expect to have green-lit 
a research team who will spend the remainder of the year studying the effects of the Phase 
Four music funding schemes since they were launched in 2000.  Part of the review will involve 
consultation with a cross-section of industry stakeholders. 

The Phase Four-funded Tiki Taane (pictured) solo album 
has certainly seen its fair share of airplay.  Fourth single 
“Always On My Mind” has been a cross-format smash, 
with high rotate play on almost every radio station in the 
country. The song hit the number one spot on the Airplay 
charts, as well as the Singles charts where it became the 
first NZ song to achieve Platinum sales from digital 
downloads alone.  

But the true power of radio has been demonstrated with     
the resulting rise of the Tiki Taane album which had 
dropped out of the Top 40 Albums charts by March. As 
“Always On My Mind” impacted at radio, the album came 
back and began to rise steadily through the chart, 
eventually spending 8 weeks in the Top 5 over June and 
July and doubling its sales from Gold to Platinum.  
Another clear sign that in these changing times a 
genuine radio hit still goes a long way! 

 



 

 

2009 NZ On Air Meetings 

The dates, deadlines and TV genre rounds for next year are at the end of this newsletter. You’ll 
get our handy wallchart when we send out the annual report (yes it’s that time again). 

Party Time 

We’ll be hosting an early evening function in Auckland on 1 October. Please make a note of that 
in your diary so you can join us. 

October Funding Round 

For the October funding round the application deadline is Friday 29 August . Television genres 
being considered at this round are Children’s, M� ori and Special Interest, Minority series and 
Documentary series.   

QANTAS Awards Finalists 

Our warmest congratulations to all those involved with the NZ On Air-funded  productions 
recently announced as finalists for this year’s QANTAS Film and Television Awards. All the best 
to: 

·  Outrageous Fortune from South Pacific Pictures and Ride With The Devil from Isola 
Productions in the Best Television Drama category, 

·  Eating Media Lunch (Great Southern TV) and bro’Town (Firehorse Films) in Best 
Television Comedy, 

·  Children of the Revolution (Front of the Box Productions) and Let My Whakapapa 
Speak (Conbrio Media) in Best M� ori Language programme, 

·  Play It Strange (Isola Productions), Amazing Extraordinary Friends (Greenstone 
Pictures) and Zip and Mac (You and Media) in Best Youth/Children’s programme, 

·  Robyn Malcolm (Outrageous Fortune) and Lynette Forday (Ride with the Devil) up for 
Best Performance by an Actress. 

·  Antonia Prebble and Siobhan Marshall (Outrageous Fortune), and Angela Bloomfield 
(Ride with the Devil) for Best Performance by a Supporting Actress, 

·  Antony Starr (Outrageous Fortune) and Erik Thomson (The Million Dollar Conman) for 
Best Performance by an Actor, 

·  Tammy Davis and Kirk Torrance (Outrageous Fortune) for Best Performance by a 
Supporting Actor, 

·  Petra Bagust (What’s Really in our Food?) for Best Presenter Entertainment/Factual, 
·  Rachel Lang, James Griffin, and Jan Prettejohns (Outrageous Fortune), and Mario 

Gaoa, David Fane, Shimpal Lelisi and Elizabeth Mitchell (bro’Town) for Best Script – 
Drama/Comedy, 

·  Mark Beesley, Britta Johnstone and Simon Bennett (Outrageous Fortune) for 
Achievement in Directing – Drama/Comedy Programme, 

·  Bryan Bruce (The Investigator), and John Bates and Rupert Mackenzie (Beyond the 
Darklands) for Achievement in Directing – Factual/Entertainment programme, 

·  David Garbett (Ride with  the Devil), Martin Smith (Outrageous Fortune) and Dave 
Cameron (Amazing Extraordinary Friends) for Achievement in Camerawork – 
Drama/Comedy, 

·  Bryan Shaw (Outrageous Fortune) and Lisa Hough (Ride with the Devil) for 
Achievement in Editing – Drama/Comedy, 

·  Plan Nine (Lovely Rita) for Achievement in Original Music, 
·  Don Paulin and Ian Leslie (The Killian Curse 2) and Images & Sound (Amazing 

Extraordinary Friends) for Achievement in Sound Design, 
·  Clayton Ercolano (Outrageous Fortune) and Ant Sang (bro’Town) for Achievement in 

Production Design, 
·  Katrina Hodge (Outrageous Fortune) and Euan Frizzell (A Tall Long Faced Tale) for 

Contribution to Design, 
·  Annie Goldson (An Island Calling), Megan Jones and Justin Pemberton (The Nuclear 

Comeback), and David Lomas and Jill Graham (The Wahine Disaster) for Best 
Documentary,  



 

 

·  Justin Pemberton (The Nuclear Comeback), Annie Goldson (An Island Calling) and Jill 
Graham (The Wahine Disaster) for Achievement in Directing – Documentary, 

·  Wayne Vinten (An Island Calling) and David Paul (Undercover) for Achievement in 
Camerawork – Documentary/Factual, 

·  Bryan Shaw (The Wahine Disaster) and Lala Rolls (Lovely Rita) for Achievement in 
Editing – Documentary/Factual, 

·  Steven O’Meagher and Tim White (Out of the Blue) for Best Picture – budget over 
$1million, 

·  Robert Sarkies (Out of the Blue) and Vincent Ward (Rain of the Children) for 
Achievement in Film Directing, 

·  Erik Thomson (We’re Here to Help) and Matthew Sunderland (Out of the Blue) for 
Performance by an Actor in a leading role, 

·  Miriama Smith (We’re Here to Help) for Performance by an Actress in a leading role, 
·  Karl Urban (Out of the Blue) and David Fane (The Tattooist) for Performance by an 

Actor in a supporting role, 
·  Tandi Wright (Out of the Blue) for Performance by an Actress in a supporting role, 
·  Graeme Tetley and Robert Sarkies (Out of the Blue) for Best Screenplay, 
·  Richard Bluck (Black Sheep), Greig Fraser (Out of the Blue), and Adam Clark, Leon 

Narbey and Alun Bollinger (Rain of the Children) for Achievement in Cinematography, 
·  Annie Collins (Out of the Blue) and Chris Plummer (Black Sheep) for Achievement in 

Film Editing, 
·  Peter Scholes (The Tattooist), John Gibson and Jack Body (Rain of the Children) and 

Victoria Kelly (Black Sheep) for Achievement in Original Music, 
·  Dave Whitehead (Out of the Blue), Tim Prebble (Black Sheep), and Hayden Collow, 

Dick Reade and Mike Hedges (Rain of the Children) for Achievement in Sound Design 
in Film, 

·  Phil Ivey (Out of the Blue) for Achievement in Production Design in Film, 
·  Lesley Burkes-Harding (Out of the Blue), Kirsty Cameron (Perfect Creature), Bob Buck, 

Gavin McLean, Pauline Bowkett and Glenn (Kimikimi Mane) (Rain of the Children) for 
Achievement in Costume Design, and  

·  Dave Elsey (Black Sheep) and Deb Watson (The Tattooist) for Achievement in Make-
Up Design. 

 
Fabulous! 
 

Published by NZ On Air  

Copyright 2008 NZ On Air. All rights reserved. 

NZ On Air is committed to protecting your privacy. We do not sell, trade, rent or otherwise disclose a ny 

personal information about our mailing list in any way. 

If you do not wish to receive notification about this newsletter in future, please just let us know  

by email (info@nzonair.govt.nz) or phone (04 382 9524). 



 

 

 

Funding Decisions 

From the August 2008 round 

Television Funding Decisions 
 
TV Programmes Producer Funding Broadcaster 

Drama/Comedy 

Outrageous Fortune 5 
19 x 1 hour 

South Pacific Pictures $9,107,650 TV 3 

Matariki 
1 x 2 hour 

Filmwork Ltd $400,000 M� ori 
Television 

Tracker 
1 x 2 hour 

T.H.E. Film Ltd $400,000 TVOne 

Eating Media Lunch 8 
4 x ½ hour & 1 x 1 hour 

Great Southern 
Television 

$181,772 TV 2 

Documentary 

What's Really In Our Food? 2 
10 x ½ hour 

Top Shelf Productions $569,941 TV 3 

Four Families 
10 x ½ hour 

Great Southern 
Television 

$471,350 TV 3 

Money Man 4 
10 x ½ hour 

Cream Media Ltd $392,016 TV 3 

Country Calendar 2009 
26 x ½ hour 

Television New Zealand $390,000 TVOne 

Aunty Moves In 
13 x ½ hour 

Top Shelf/Kiwa Media $379,777 M� ori 
Television 

Save Our Home 
10 x ½ hour 

Jump Productions $373,650 TVOne 

The Kiwi Who Saved Britain 
1 x 1 hour 

Greenstone Pictures $219,898 TVOne 

Kiwi Champions 
1 x 1 hour 

TVWorks $33,305 TV 3 

Arts, Culture & Performance 

Taking The Stage 
8 x 1 hour 

TVWorks $600,000 TV 3 

Play It Strange 2008 
1 x 1 hour 

Isola Productions $133,412 TV 3 

Qantas Film & Television Awards 
1 x 1½ hour  

TVWorks $114,444 TV 3 

The Great Land Debate 2009 
1 x 2 hour 

M� ori Television $90,497 M� ori 
Television 

 
Radio Programme Funding Decisions 
 
Radio Programme 
 

Producer Funding Broadcaster 

Public Address Radio 
 

Thedownlowconcept $85,850 Radio Live 

Pop! Goes The Weasel 
 

Thedownlowconcept $53,820 Radio Live & 
Kiwi FM 



 

 

 
Digital Funding 
 
 
 

Project Funding 

NZ On Screen Trust 
 

NZ On Screen 
 

$1,200,000 

 
 
Music Funding Decisions 
 
Record  

 
Artist 

Funding    
(up to) 

Record 
Company 

Music Videos 

4 To The Floor Bang! Bang! Eche! $5,000 Bang! Bang! 
Eche! 

Starfish 
 

Boh Runga $5,000 CRS Records 

Night & Day Bruce Conlon $5,000 Isaac 
Promotions 

Shutter 
 

Cobra Khan $5,000 1157 Records 

Happy As Can Be 
 

Cut Off Your Hands $5,000 Isaac 
Promotions 

Indulge Me David Dallas $5,000 Dirty Records 

Body Language 
 

Dei Hamo $5,000 Aviator Music 

Degrees Of Existence 
 

Dimmer $5,000 Warner Music 
NZ 

Tied Up Part 2 Ethical $5,000 Move The Crowd 
Records 

I Will Not Forget 
 

False Start $5,000 Deadboy 
Records 

Yesterday 
 

Falter $5,000 Falter 

Hidden Agenda 
 

Fur Patrol $5,000 Isaac 
Promotions 

My Sympathy 
 

Jonny Love $5,000 Limelight 
Records 

Blow Your Mind 
 

J Williams $5,000 Illegal Musik 

Jack Knife 
 

Ladi6 $5,000 SLR Limited 

Look The Other Way Luke Thompson $5,000 Pure 
Entertainment 

Mister Mister 
 

Nesian Mystik $5,000 Bounce Records 

In My Eyes 
 

Pistol Youth $5,000 Isaac 
Promotions 

Everything 
 

P-Money $5,000 Dirty Records 

Take Me Home 
 

PNC featuring Julie Ta'ale $5,000 Dirty Records 

Should've Could've Would've 
 

SideKickNick $5,000 Sony BMG 
Music 

Brother Smashproof $5,000 Move The Crowd 
Records 

Butterfly Effects State Of Mind featuring 
Elitia Clarke 

$5,000 SOM Music 



 

 

In The City Where The Devil Lives 
 

Streetwise Scarlet $5,000 Isaac 
Promotions 

Cruel Cruel Fate The Datsuns $5,000 Hellsquad 
Records 

ER 
 

The Exiles $5,000 Exile Music 

Beautiful Feeling 
 

The Feelers $5,000 Warner Music 
NZ 

Birds 
 

The Naked & Famous $5,000 Round Trip Mars 

Western Zeal 
 

The Tutts $5,000 The Tutts 

Faded 
 

Tiki Taane featuring  
P Digsss 

$5,000 Dirty Dub 

Radio Hits 

Life Is Beautiful Pearl $5,000 Graphetti  

My Letter Young Sid $5,000 Move The Crowd 
Records 

Oh Baby 
 

Julie Ta'ale $5,000 Miss J 

Life Will Get Better Some Day 
 

The Mint Chicks $5,000 Flying Nun 

Go 
 

Ammp $5,000 Ammp 

New Recording Artists 

(You & Me) As Thick As Thieves Bang! Bang! Eche! $10,000 Bang! Bang! 
Eche! 

Always B Here 
 

Dane Rumble $10,000 Dane Rumble 

One Word 
 

Deach & Jay'O $10,000 Deach & Jay'O 

Can't Let You Go Devolo $10,000 Dawn Raid 
Music 

Round We Go 
 

Kingston $10,000 Kingston 

Shaky Laughter The Lookie Loos $10,000 The Lookie Loos 
Company 

Phase Four Album Funding 

Artist  Funding Record 
Company 

The Exiles $46,500 Exile Music 

The Brunettes $50,000 Lil' Chief 
Records 

Ladi6 
 

$50,000 SLR Limited 

Greg Johnson 
 

$50,000 EMI Music 

Tim Finn $50,000 Periscope 
Productions 

Brooke Fraser $50,000 Sony BMG 
Music 

The Electric Confectionaires $50,000 Sony BMG 
Music 

Collapsing Cities 
 

$50,000 Pastel Pistol 



 

 

The Datsuns $50,000 Hellsquad 
Records 

Midnight Youth $50,000 Let The People 
Speak 

Dave Dobbyn 
 

$50,000 Dobworld 

 



 

 

Report on Children’s Media Forum 
By Anna Cottrell 
 
26 June 2008 
 

Some may think locally made television for kiwi kids is threatened by growing competition from 

foreign sources, yet with over 80 industry punters crammed into the room at Wellington’s 

Museum Hotel, optimism and enthusiasm were abundant. According to the emails, people left 

motivated and filled with new ideas for children’s shows. 

The enthusiasm of the guest speakers from the ABC about commissioning and creating 

innovative programmes for children was inspiring. Tim Brooke-Hunt, formerly an independent 

producer of internationally acclaimed children’s programmes, is now Head of Children’s at the 

ABC. He said they are widening the children’s genre to include news, current affairs, 

documentaries, wild life, real life adventures, games, sports programmes, music and movies.  

He urged producers to consider international co-productions as a way of ensuring we tell our 

stories locally and to the world. And as a way of stretching finite funding.  

Canadian-born Dan Fill, the ABC’s Head of Multiplatform, said no children’s programmes are 

commissioned by the ABC without multiplatform elements. They encourage young people to 

create their own content in programmes, as is happening here.  

Research on trends in children’s viewing behaviour was on the agenda with Emily Loughnan 

from Click Suite and Dominic Sheehan from the Broadcasting Standards Authority. Some of the 

trends cited in AGB Nielsen’s presentation, (which is on the NZ On Air website,) include: 

·  Children are watching the same amount of TV they were five years ago, although those 
in SKY homes watch more per day than those without SKY 

·  Peak viewing for 5 to 14 year olds is between 5pm and 8.30pm  
·  TV2 and the SKY Disney channel are the channels most watched by children.  

 
The producers’ panel was the liveliest and plenty of positive ideas emerged. Widening the range 

of genres for children, put forward by Tim Brooke-Hunt, was a popular suggestion. There was a 

plea for positive attitudes from broadcasters and requests they commission new, different and 

innovative shows. Freeview channels provide opportunities for exciting programming. 

Clarity of funding policy was sought and a suggestion that NZ On Air fund 100% of all children’s 

programming. Other ideas included NZ On Air partnerships with government ministries, e.g. 

Education, Environment and with agencies like SPARC, Water Safety and Plunket. Broadcast 

programmes could be linked with web-based content, DVDs and educational games.  

Although broadcasting is still the most significant delivery platform for children’s programming, 

the imminent question is how to continue reaching audiences as they migrate to new platforms. 

This area is ripe for research. 

It was heartening to see so many enthusiasts for children’s programming in the room at one 

time and we’d like to thank everyone who emailed to say how much they appreciated the forum. 



 

 

NZ ON AIR BOARD MEETING DATES FOR 2009  

 Below are the meeting dates for 2009 and the deadlines for applications. 

APPLICATION 
DEADLINES 
 

MEETING DATES 
 

TV GENRE SERIES 
FUNDING ROUNDS 

Friday 16 January 
 

Wednesday/Thursday   
18 & 19 February 

Documentary, Factual, 
Arts, Culture & Performance 
 

Friday 13 March  Monday/Tuesday   
20 & 21 April 

M� ori, Special Interest, 
Minority  
 

Friday 8 May  Wednesday/Thursday  
10 & 11 June 

Regional TV, Children’s, 
Arts, Culture & Performance 
 

Friday 10 July Wednesday/Thursday  
12 & 13 August 

Documentary, Factual  
 

Friday 4 September Wednesday/Thursday  
7 & 8 October 

Children’s, Special Interest,  
Minority,   
Arts, Culture & Performance 

Friday 30 October Thursday/ Friday  
3 & 4 December 

Documentary, Factual, M� ori 
 

  One-off projects and all 
comedy and drama projects 
can come to any meeting. 

  

 

 


